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State and the independence of the Sultan3, and at the same time
discussing arrangements for the partition of his territory in case
his power should collapse.

Thus the English entente of 1904 with France was immediately
followed by a joint Franco-Spanish declaration that both Powers
were 'firmly attached to the integrity of Morocco3. But at the
very same time there was an agreement between France and
England (not made public until seven years later) that cin the
event of future contingencies' northern Morocco from the sea
to the coast ridges of the Riff country should fall to Spain,

Then began the first tangle in the skein of open and secret
diplomacy over the Morocco question. There were inquiries
in the Reichstag at Berlin, to which the imperial Chancellor
replied, not without a suggestion, that he thought Germany had
hardly been courteously treated. He said he had heard of the
Anglo-Franco-Spanish agreements on the subject, though they
had not been officially communicated to Germany, but he felt
that these could not be directed against German interests in
the Sultanate; these were very important, and, if need be, steps
would be taken to protect them.

No attempt can be here made to give even an adequate
outline of the events that followed, though the detailed record
of them is full of useful warning of the dangers of men in high
station, with the fate of great nations in their hands, pledging
the future by hidden 'understandings' and using the platform
and the press to promote ill will between the nations over some
clash of minor interests, forgetful of the fact that the highest of
all national interests is peace and goodwill.

Let us note here only a few salient points in this rivalry over
Morocco. In March 1905 the Emperor William, on a yachting
holiday, paid a visit to Tangier, rode into the city, and was
welcomed by envoys of Sultan Abdul Aziz, to whom he declared
that he meant to protect German interests and that he regarded
the Sultan of Morocco as an absolutely independent SOVEREIGN. This
incident led to an outburst of protests in the London and Paris
press, and the Kaiser's declaration was described as a provoca-
tive challenge. When in the following month the Sultan rejected